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First Grade 
General Information Packet

2017-2018
I am incredibly grateful for the opportunity to work with your child this year and am certain it will be an exciting academic year for everyone. First grade will be the basis of your child’s future learning and you will be amazed at their progress throughout the year. The students in our class will not only learn to write sentences but gain an appreciation and love of becoming a writer. They will not only learn addition and subtraction facts but will more importantly gain an understanding and love of problem solving. We will work hard daily to meet your child’s needs in all subject areas and focus on his/her spiritual growth and progress in reading, writing, mathematics, social studies and science. With that being said, please don’t ever hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns you have. I have prepared and organized a structured environment to best promote your child’s academic growth. I hope the following information will be helpful in understanding how our classroom will be managed and make for a smooth and successful year! Please continue to refer to this packet as the year progresses. 
*Please note: I will briefly touch on academics in this packet. I sincerely hope you can join us on Wednesday, September 6th, for Back to School Night for more detailed information. *
Reminders- Have you turned in the following?

· If you haven’t turned in the papers from our Meet the Teacher, please do so as soon as possible. I refer to these often for important information about your child. If you have completed them, thank you! 
· All paperwork for the office, including emergency cards! These were sent home at the end of last year.
· Allergy or medication information to our school Nurse.
Edline

Have you set up your account on www.edline.net? Please be sure to also enter an email address with your account. Edline is where you can access all St. Ann school information including the Thursday Packet from Mrs. McKinney. Please contact Mrs. Horton if you are having trouble with your Edline account. 
Labeling

Please label everything that comes to school! This includes sweatshirts, jackets, backpacks, lunches, and school supplies. This will minimize mix ups and certainly save time daily when using materials.
Numbering
Your child will be assigned a number at the beginning of the year based on his/her place in the alphabetical order on the first day of school. As the year progresses, they will get in the habit of writing their name, date, and number on all papers and assignments. This will help keep our classroom running smoothly throughout the year. 
Volunteers
Please e-mail me if you’re interested, or feel free to talk to me at Back to School Night, about current volunteer opportunities for first grade. I am always looking for volunteers for Celebrity Readers, class field trips, service opportunities & parties.  I love to invite parents in and the students love having you with us as well!
Please be aware that in order to volunteer for any opportunity you must have taken the “Protecting God’s Children” class in addition to completing all necessary documents required for all parents/volunteers in MACS. Please see http://charlottediocese.org/safe-environment/pgc-training for a list of scheduled classes & additional information. I look forward to seeing you in the room this year (
Service Projects

Each month, our first graders will work together as a team to give back in a special way to our community. From making snack packs to donate to other first grade children in need, to making sandwiches in November for the homeless… our first graders will gain a better understanding of how small acts of kindness really make a big difference for others. It is our great hope that these opportunities prove to be meaningful experiences for your first graders and help them in growing deeper in their Catholic faith. 

We will be needing lots of volunteers this year for our service opportunities and will provide additional details each month regarding our projects and dates to mark on the calendar. 
Behavior Management Plan
All children are expected to be respectful and promote a positive and safe learning environment for all students in the classroom. This involves respecting our classmates, teachers, and school property. As a class, on the first days of first grade, we will work together to create our own classroom rules for a safe and happy year. 
This year, we are once again excited that the first grade will be using a classroom management tool called Class Dojo. Class Dojo is a web based program which allows teachers to track students’ behaviors (positive AND negative) easily and efficiently. The program is based on points, and students can be given positive points for things like being on task, being respectful, participating, or working hard. On the other hand, points can be taken away if students are off task, talking out, or unprepared. This will allow us to track their positive choices throughout the year and best communicate these to you. 
Students are able to track their points and will work toward earning special rewards/privileges for their positive choices. Additional information regarding how we will use Class Dojo in first grade will be coming home soon. 
Schedule
In first grade, we do our best to maintain a block schedule for literacy and mathematics. Our daily literacy block is critical for our first grade curriculum and provides us an excellent opportunity for whole group and small group instruction.  During our daily math block, you can expect that our students will receive approximately 50 minutes of whole group and specialized math group instruction every day. Social Studies, Science and Religion are incorporated daily throughout all blocks and during their specific instructional times each week. 
Our first grade students also have the opportunity to attend additional special area classes each week.  The classes include music, computer, PE, art, STEM, library, Enrichment and guidance.
We will have Library on Wednesdays.  Please help your child remember his/her books to return each week. We will also have P.E. on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. Students may wear their PE uniforms to school on these days. We normally have mass each Friday morning however, occasionally we may have mass on a Tuesday or Wednesday morning. On these special days, please be sure your first grader is wearing their mass uniform regardless of having PE that day. Thank you for your cooperation with this. 
Snack & Break
Please send in a healthy snack every day. If possible, leave the snack separate from the rest of your child’s lunch so they can easily access it at snack time. Snacks will be placed in their designated snack boxes in the classroom and will be enjoyed during our morning break between reading and math block. During this break time, students also utilize www.gonoodle.com for indoor movement activities as well as outdoor playground time. We incorporate many opportunities throughout the day for active movement and “brain breaks.” 
Lunch

Please be sure to label lunchboxes because we go directly from lunch to recess. All hot lunch orders are ordered online. Please login to your Edline account to access the menu and instructions for ordering online. Milk, snacks and ice cream can still be purchased in the cafeteria. Please send milk money in a labeled bag in your child’s lunchbox. Ice cream may only be purchased on Fridays in first grade. 
Weekly Communication (Class Website, Edline & First Grade Newsletters)
Our first grade website will be introduced at Back to School Night. This is where you can access weekly homework assignments, spelling words and parent/student resources. I also upload pictures from projects, science experiments and events that our first graders participate in throughout the year. In addition to uploading the weekly newsletter to our class website, you will receive an email with the newsletter over the weekend. 

Our weekly newsletter communicates to you all exactly what we have been learning throughout our busy weeks in first grade, what we will be learning the following week and contains many important dates and reminders. If you are in need of a paper copy each week, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 
In addition, please be sure you have set up your St. Ann Edline account so that you have access to important information pertaining to school wide events. 
Birthdays

Birthdays are quite special and therefore, we will have a small birthday celebration on your child’s birthday! You are welcome to send in a special snack for our celebration. We will also send home a birthday bag with your child on their birthday night. The bag contains birthday themed books and a journal. Please, read one or more books with your child and complete the journal. Please return the birthday bag and its contents preferably the next day but certainly within 2 days. We will then share the journal entry with the class!
Tooth Bag
First grade is a big year for losing teeth! This is such an exciting part of your child’s life and we love to celebrate these events with your first grader. If your child loses a tooth, he/she will be given a special tooth bag that contains very special books and an activity notebook. Please read one or more of the books with your child, and complete the journal. Please return the tooth bag & contents within 2 days (preferably the next day), so that your first grader may share their entry with the class! 
Prayer Bear

Throughout our first grade year, our class Prayer Bear will rotate through the homes of each of our first graders. He will get to spend a whole week at your house, bringing your family together in prayer. Your child may enjoy snuggling with him in prayer before bed, as he/she wakes up or even as you all say the blessing before meals. I encourage each first grader to take time outside of these examples to spend a few minutes with our Prayer Bear just talking to God. Our class Prayer Bear will come home with a special journal and books. Please help your first grader complete the journal page at the end of the week and return the Prayer Bear and contents of the bag to school. It is my hope that our bear will help your first grader strengthen their faith and provide one more way to bring your family together in prayer(
*Prayer Bear will be washed in between home visits ( * 
Celebrity of the Week

We love to celebrate each student and their talents/strengths. Throughout the year, each student will have one week dedicated to them! During this week, special activities and privileges will occur in celebration of your first grader. Please be on the lookout for a “Celebrity of the Week” letter in your child’s purple folder and don’t hesitate to ask us if you have any questions. We will only have a Celebrity of the Week on full weeks of school. We will give you plenty of notice and a reminder before your child is the celebrity. Please be sure to have your first grader bring in their “Star Student/All About Me” poster the Monday of their celebrity week. This poster will be sent home a week before their scheduled Celebrity week. Thank you for helping to make this a fun week for your child!  

Absent work

If your child is sick, we will send home a folder the following night. Please complete the work and send it back to school the following day. If a child misses several days due to an illness, we will come up with an alternative plan together. Don’t hesitate to contact me if your child is not feeling well so that arrangements may be made. 
Book Orders
Scholastic book order forms are sent home about once a month and are due back on or before the date indicated on the form. These may be stapled with a parent letter that will explain how to order the books online. We will not collect checks for scholastic books. I encourage you to take advantage of these affordable books by quality authors. Through your orders, we receive free books for our classroom and it certainly promotes a positive love for reading! (
Take Home Folders

Our students use a purple “Take Home Folder” to keep track of all the papers they need to keep at home as well as those they need to return to school. Completed classwork will be sent home in this folder at the end of each week and may be kept at home. This folder will also be the means of transporting important papers like reading logs, tests and homework. Please be sure to check this folder each night. This is also the best way of sending notes of communication to school. We check these folders each morning. 
Homework
While it is not our intention in first grade for each evening to be occupied with hours of countless homework, it is important for you all to have the opportunity to review class material with your children at home, as well as have access to resources that accompany our subject areas. 
Each week, your first grader will have homework in reading and spelling. Your student will be required to read, record their reading in a nightly reading log and complete weekly multi-sensory spelling activities in a spelling journal. Math homework is not required in first grade however, we will be sending home math homework packets each week that provide additional at home practice that directly aligns with our lessons in our My Math curriculum. While these are excellent practice activities, they are not required to be turned in. If your child does complete the weekly homework packets, I would love to see them come to school so that I can see their hard work and praise them for their effort.

Math Tool Kits

Our MACS Education Foundation has made it possible for all first graders to have access to “math tool kits” throughout the year. These tool kits will provide hands on manipulatives for students to use with their weekly math packets at home. These toolkits will be available to be “checked out” for math work at home. We are so blessed to have a variety of new math resources to use in mathematics and are truly thrilled to be able to provide this resource to our first graders. Additional information regarding math tool kits will be sent home at Back to School Night. A big “thank you” to our MACS Education Foundation for making this possible again this year! 
Pizza Hut Book It Program & Book Reports
Our first grade will participate in the Pizza Hut Book It Program from October-March. This program supports schools by promoting reading across the nation and rewarding students with free coupons for pizza in exchange for their hard work in this area. In order to reach their Pizza Hut Program goal each month, students will work on an at-home book report. These reports will vary from month to month. They will have an entire month to complete the report and will give a presentation on the book and their project at the end of the month. This is a great way for other students to hear about their peers’ favorite books and get book recommendations from their friends. Our first report will be sent home for the month of October. 
Monthly Class Reading Goals
In order to promote a love of reading in our class, our students will be setting a class reading goal each month and will utilize their class time and nightly reading to reach our monthly reading goal. We will keep track in the classroom on our sticker chart and will be deciding on special celebrations each month to share their reading adventures. I am looking forward to helping your child develop their love of reading.  
How to Contact Me
Throughout the year, please always feel free to contact me. The best way to contact me is at kabuckley@stannschool.net I try to check this email multiple times throughout the day however, I will always respond within 24 hours. For urgent matters like transportation changes, please call the St. Ann office. 

 I strongly encourage conferences throughout the year to keep you abreast of your student’s progress, in addition to our mandatory November conferences. Please feel free to schedule in advance or contact me anytime with questions and/or concerns. Positive parent/teacher communication is key for a successful year! 
Thank you!

We are looking forward to a great year! Please let us know if you have any questions or concerns. We hope to see all of you at Back to School Night in a few weeks! 
Mrs. Buckley (
1st Grade Schedule

Mrs. Buckley
 2015-2016
Monday:

Library 12:45-1:30
STEM 1:30-2:15

Tuesday:

Spanish 12:45-1:30
Art 1:30-2:15

Wednesday:

PE 1:30-2:15

Thursday :

Computer 12:45-1:30
Music 1:30-2:15

Friday: 

*Please wear your Mass uniform to school* 


PE 12:45-1:30 
Guidance 1:35-2:20 

(2nd & 4th Fridays only) 
OLD LETTER-- Get to know Mrs. Buckley!
Welcome to 1st grade! 
For those of you who don’t know much about me, I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself. My name is Katie Buckley and I grew up right here in Charlotte. In fact, I actually attended Holy Trinity and Charlotte Catholic myself! After graduating from Charlotte Catholic, I studied elementary education at Appalachian State University and was hired as a kindergarten teacher in Boone, NC. After teaching in Boone and surviving several winters throughout college, I was fortunate enough to have the opportunity to return to charlotte, my home. I cannot tell you the wonderful experience that I have had growing up in the Catholic school system and how truly blessed I was to return to the system as a teacher at St. Ann’s. 
I am extremely close to my family. I am one of four children, all graduates of Charlotte Catholic. I got married this summer and live with my cocker spaniel, Lyla and my husband. I know that our students will get to see my family at some point this year as they enjoy coming in to volunteer! (  

Last year at St. Ann’s, I taught Transitional Kindergarten and am honored to have the opportunity to teach first grade this year. I am absolutely thrilled to have a grade partner! Miss Ochsenhirt taught third grade last year so we are meeting in the “middle,” and have worked hard to plan a successful year for all!

We are incredibly blessed to have Mrs. Lichacz working with us in first grade. We got to know each other last year working together in TK and I know that she is truly a blessing to have in our classroom. Mrs. Lichacz has three children, a student at Appalachian, a student at UNC Charlotte and a sophomore at Charlotte Catholic!  I can’t begin to describe how lucky we are to have her! 

If I am not coaching Holy Trinity Cheerleading, St. Ann’s Cheerleading, or tutoring, I am likely here well into the evening! Although I stay busy, my job and my dedication is in making this year a positive and memorable experience for your child. Please don’t hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns you have. We are looking forward to a wonderful year!!
Thank you, again!

Mrs. Buckley 

Kashell@stannschool.net 
