Curriculum Guide Quarter 1:  Empowering Writers

In September, students will be focusing on the following writing strategies:

- “First, next, last” sequencing

- 3 Types of writing

1. Character/problem/solution narrative

2. Personal experience narrative

3.  Expository

- Story Structure

Beginning, Middle, and End

· Writing with varied sentence structure and vivid details

In October, students will be focusing on the following writing strategies:

· Using literary terms such as beginning, middle, and end

· Summarizing narrative stories

· Identify the main character, setting, and story problem

· Create illustrations to match the story

Curriculum Guide Quarter 1   
Math Chapters  1 & 2

We are excited to launch our math curriculum, My Math! Our first graders will be focusing on the following math strategies:

· Addition and subtraction fact fluency 

Reciting addition and subtraction facts quickly and effectively 

· Addition word problems

Strategies:

Underline the information, circle the question and numbers being used

· Subtraction word problems

Strategies:

Underline the information, circle the question and numbers being used

· Vertical addition and subtraction

-Adding and subtracting numbers on top of one another

· Number combinations of 4-10

-Find all the different ways you can add two numbers to make a number
-Subtract from 4-10
-Using numbers within ten  

· Counting on 

Lock the first number in your head; count on using the second number

· Using a number line to add

-Moving up the number line as a tool to add two numbers

· Use doubles to add

-Use doubles as a strategy to add and help math fluency 

**Our Chapter 1 test date (tentatively) will be September 26th. A Chapter guide for the test will be sent home on September 15th. This is just a guide to help in review at home. We will be spending several days in class reviewing these concepts and skills. 

**Our Chapter 2 test date (tentatively) will be on October 24th. A Chapter Guide will be sent home on Friday, October 13th. This is just a guide to help in review at home. We will be spending several days in class reviewing these concepts and skills.

Journeys- First Grade Curriculum Guide- Quarter 1

	Lesson
	Stories
	Phonics
	Comprehension
	Words to Know

(Sight Words)
	Spelling
	Grammar
	Writing

	Back to School
	Jack’s Talent, Back to School
	short a, Consonants t, c, m, s, t, c, a

	n/a
	I, like, to, a see, the, we, go, is, are


	n/a
	n/a
	n/a

	1
	What is a Pal,

Nan and Dan,

Friends Forever


	short a, Consonant n, d, p, f
	Main Idea, Summarize
	And, you, be, play, help, with
	Short a Words: Am, man, at, dad, sat, mat
	Nouns
	Writing About Us: Labels
Focus Trait: Ideas

	2
	The Storm, Storms!
	Words with short I, consonants r, h, /z/s, b, g

Phonogram –it
	Understanding characters, Infer/Predict
	For, he, what, look, have, too
	Short i Words:

If, is, him, rip, fit, pin
	Nouns
	Writing About Us: Captions
Focus Trait: Ideas

	3
	Curious George at School, School Long Ago
	Words with short o, consonants l, x

Inflection –s
	Sequence of Events, Monitor/Clarify
	Do, sing, find, no, funny, they
	Short o words:

Log, dot, top, hot, lot, ox
	Action Verbs
	Writing About Us: Sentences
Focus Trait: Word Choice

	4
	Lucia’s Neighborhood, City Mouse and Country Mouse
	Words with short e, consonant y, w, k, v, j

Phonogram –et
	Text and Graphic Features, Question
	All, me, does, my, here, who
	Short e words:

Yet, wet, web, leg, pen, hen
	Adjectives
	Writing About Us: Class Story
Focus Trait: Word Choice 

	5
	Gus Takes the Train, City Zoo
	Words with short u, consonant qu, consonant z
	Story Structure, Analyze/Evaluate
	Friend, hold, full, good, many, pull
	Short u words:

Up, nut, bug, hug, mud, tub
	Adjectives
	Writing About Us: Class Story
Focus Trait: Ideas

	6
	Jack and the Wolf,

The Three Little Pigs
	Words with Short a, Double final consonants and ck, Phonogram -ack
	Summarize, Understanding Characters
	Come, said, call, hear, away, every
	Short a words:

An, bad, can, had, cat, ran, add, pass
	Complete Sentences
	Write to Describe: Sentences
Focus Trait: Ideas

	7
	How Animals Communicate, Insect Messages
	Words with short I, clusters with r, Phonogram -ip
	Details, Infer/Predict
	Animal, how, make, of, some, why
	Short I words:

In, sit, trip, will, six, grin, did, big
	Sentence Parts
	Write to Describe: Poetry
Focus Trait: Word Choice

	8
	A Musical Day
	Words with Short o, clusters with l, Phonogram  -ock
	Sequence of Events, Analyze/Evaluate
	Her, she, now, today, our, would
	Short O words: on, hop, block, got, pop, clock, fox, not
	Statements
	Write to Describe: Thank-You Note
Focus Trait: Word Choice


Religion- First Grade Curriculum Guide

Below are the Be My Disciples chapters that we will focus on throughout the first quarter. Please be mindful that these chapters are covered in addition to many other faith based opportunities throughout the quarter such as service opportunities, weekly Mass and special activities for the months of September/October.

Here are just a few of the additional religious focuses-
· Saint Teresa of Calcutta
· Nativity of Mary

· Our Lady of Sorrows

· St. Vincent de Paul

· Feast of the Archangels 

· Guardian Angels

· Respect Life 

· Our Lady of the Rosary 
Chapter 1: The Bible 
Chapter Focus-

· The Bible is God’s Word to us 
· Stories in the Bible that teach us about God’s love

· We listen to the Bible at Mass

Disciple Power: Faithful 
Chapter 2: God Loves Us
Chapter Focus-

· God’s gift of faith helps us to know him and believe in him
· Jesus helps us best to know, love and believe in God
· The Church and our family also help us to know, love, and serve God 

Disciple Power: Generosity 
Chapter 3: God, Our Father and Creator 
Chapter Focus-

· God is the Creator who made the whole world out of love
· God creates every person in his image and likeness

· Jesus taught us that God is our Father 

Disciple Power: Wonder 
Chapter 4: Jesus, the Son of God 
Chapter Focus-

· Jesus is the Son of God and the only son of Mary 
· Jesus shared God’s love with everyone 

· The family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph is called the Holy Family 

Disciple Power: Kindness 
Chapter 5: Mary, the Mother of Jesus 
Chapter Focus-

· God chose Mary to be the mother of Jesus 
· The Bible tells us about Mary’s faith in God 

· Mary loves and trusts God

Disciple Power: Courage 
Chapter 6: Jesus Shares God’s Love 

Chapter Focus- 

· Jesus loved us so much that he gave his life for us 
· Jesus died on the Cross, rose from the dead, and is alive 

· Jesus returned to his Father in Heaven 

Disciple Power: Hope 

Chapter 7: The Holy Spirit Is Our Helper
Chapter Focus-

· The Holy Spirit helps and teaches us to pray 
· The Holy Trinity is One God in Three Divine Persons 

· The Holy Spirit gives us the gifts to help us love God and others

Social Studies/Science First Grade Curriculum Guide

Quarter 1

*Social Studies and Science units will alternate throughout the year approximately every 3 weeks.  Below you will find a reference of the NC State Standards for both Social Studies and Science that will be addressed and the thematic units that will be used to teach these concepts throughout our first quarter.* Please note- some of these units will overlap *
Thematic Units of Study for September/October:

Additional unit in October- Fire Safety

Social Studies-  - Me On The Map, Johnny Appleseed, Our Community Helpers, Columbus Day 
1. G. 1: Use geographic representations, terms and technologies to process information from a spatial perspective. 

· Use geographic tools to identify characteristics of various landforms and bodies of water

· Give examples showing the location of places (home, classroom, school and community). 

· Understand the basic elements of geographic representations using maps (cardinal directions and map symbols )

1. H. 1: Understand that history tells a story of how people and events changed society over time. 

· Explain how and why neighborhoods and communities change over time 

· Explain the importance of folklore and celebrations and their impact on local communities

· Explain why national holidays are celebrated (Constitution Day, independence Day, Martin Luther King, Jr, Memorial Day, Presidents’ Day, etc.) 
Science- Life Cycle of Plants (apples, pumpkins), “Batty” for Bats, Spiders 

1.G.2: Understand how humans and the environment interact within the local community. 

· Explain ways people change the environment (planting trees, recycling, cutting down trees, building homes, building streets, etc.) 

· Explain how people use natural resources in the community.

· Explain how the environment impacts where people live (urban, rural, weather, transportation, etc.) 

1. L. 1 : Understand characteristics of various environments and behaviors of humans that enable plants and animals to survive. 
· Recognize that plants and animals need air, water, light (plants only), space, food and shelter and that these may be found in their environment.

· Give examples of how the needs of different plants and animals can be met by their environments in North Carolina or different places throughout the world.

· Summarize ways that humans protect their environment and/or improve conditions for the growth of the plants and animals that live there (e.g., reuse or recycle products to avoid littering).

2. L. 2 : Summarize the needs of living organisms for energy and growth. 

· Summarize the basic needs of a variety of different plants (including air, water, nutrients, and light) for energy and growth. 

· Summarize the basic needs of a variety of different animals (including air, water, and food) for energy and growth. 

